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“Power, like a desolating 
pestilence. 

Pollutes whatever it 

touches; and obedience 
Bane of all genius, virtue, 
freedom f truth. 

Make s slaves of men, and of 
the human frame, 

A mechanized automaton.** 
SHELLE} f Queen Slab) 

Price Threepence 


BERLIN: PRICE IN REMAN MISERY 


^/ITH a few commendable exception^ the press has treated the blockade 
of Berlin almost wholly in its political aspect—the struggle between 
Russia and the West There can be no doubt at all that in doing so they arc 
reporting what, for the governments involved, is the most important aspect, 
and the one which determines the kind of action taken. The unpalatable side 
of the business—Lhc distress of the Berlin population caught between the 
grindstones of East and West—has been barely considered* 


Months ago, when the struggle be¬ 
gan openly with the currency reforms 
in the Western zones and the counter 
move of blockade by Russia, we drew 
attention to the fundamental im- 
morality of manoeuvres in a political 
game whose ill-effects are visited not 
upon the immediate opponent but 
upon the masses of the population in¬ 
stead, Political moves are justified 
by reactionaries and reformists alike 
by an appeal to the logic of 
expediency: a certain action is justi¬ 
fied because it “prevents worse be- 
fallmg"\ In a world of practical 
necessities it is not possible to dis¬ 
regard such considerations; but it is 
incumbent upon those who take it 
upon themselves to justify power 
politics to see to it that what does 
follow from actions promoted by ex¬ 
pediency is not in fact disastrous to 
the populations involved. For after 
all, the justification of government 
itself is that it protects the interests 
of the people, the nation at large, 
the community. The situation of 
Berlin provides one more example of 
the fundamental falsity of this 
justification. 

For responsible people, it is axio¬ 
matic that one faces up to the con¬ 
sequences of one's actions: only so 
can one assess their value In the light 
of events. The basic irresponsibility 
of so-called democracy—as under¬ 
stood either by the Russian or the 
Western governments—is indicated 
by the fact that the press reports the 
arguments of expediency but wholly 
fails to make known the results of 
those arguments on the condition of 
the people of Berlin. The only papers 
to make such disclosures have been 
those with an insignificant circulation 
—:he Manchester Guardian and the 
Times. 

What Has Happened? 

The currency reforms of several months 
Ego irt the Western occupation zones had 
certain effects which we shall touch on 
later* The most important immediate 
effect was the counter move of the 
Russian occupation authorities in closing 


the road and rail connections of Berlin 
with the West, thereby depriving the 
population of the Western zones of the 
city of their food supply. We shall not 
discuss here the question of whether the 
Western powers should or should not have 
accepted this challenge; that is for the 
believers in political expediency to ex¬ 
plore, The fact is that they did take 
up the challenge, and therefore took 
upon themselves the task of supplying 
Berlin by air transport. The Air Lift has 
been an extraordinary operation, a 
Lriumph of organisation and resource. 
But it remains a move in the struggle 
between the Powers, and the relative suc¬ 
cess or failure which attend it is worked 
out in hardship not for the Kremlin or 
the Russian Occupation Authorities, but 
for the German inhabitants of Berlin, 

How successful has it been? The 
blockade has extended for more than a 
hundred days. The Manchester Guardian 
estimates an average of 3,500 tons a day, 
and states that the Allied view of the 
city's requirements is 4,000 tons a day, 
while the Berlin city government estimates 
needs at 6*000 tons a day (though this 
includes other items besides food). 

So far disaster has been staved off, and 
rations are said to have been largely met* 
But in the past rations were supplemented 
by the black market which was necessary 
to oil classes, and the Manchester 
Guardian writes: 41 All that has been 
stopped and about the only additional 
source of supply is black market potatoes’ 
after the best Eastern German harvest 
in twenty years. The old, the poor, and 
the unemployed are striving to do some- 
thing almost unheard of—live on their 
rations. Moreover lack of money often 
makes it impossible to buy all of them. 

Warmth for the Winter 

So far, no fuel has been flown to 
Berlin for the civil population, who now 
face the formidable cold of a Berlin 
n- inter* How serious this prospect is is 
shown by the fact that calculations have 
been made as lo how far the need could be 
met by felling the trees of Berlin itself, 
and by making inroads into the woods 
near Berlin. The trees in the city's 
streets could provide 70,000 tons, or l£ 
cwt. for each household. This figure 
illustrates mure vividly than more im¬ 
portant ones the desperate shifts to which 
political struggles can reduce a popula¬ 
tion, for it indicates whai formidable 
sacrifices (consider what London would he 
Idee —tw decades to come—if every tree 
were felled) have to be considered, and 
for what miserable returns. There is not 
space to discuss the light-famine but it 


Churchill Foretells Future 


C ~ HURCHLLL was in his element once 
again at the Conservative Party Con¬ 
ference, when he rivalled his "blood, 
sweat* toil and tears" speeches of the lasL 
war with some gloomy prognostications 
of future events, giving his opinion that 
the atom bomb in the hands of America 
was a “sombre guarantee of peace and 
freedom", and making the blood of his 
audience curdle with hints of what would 
happen if and when the Russians begin 
to make atom bombs in quantity. 

We have had such "sombre guarantees" 
of peace before in the shape of bigger 
and better armaments among the various 
world powers competing for domination; 
always in the past the race for armament 
has ended sooner or later in war, and 
there is no reason to suppose that it will 
be any different this time, that Churchill's 
“sombre guarantee of peace" will not in 
fact hasten the advent of war* 

But perhaps the most interesting point 
of Churchill's speech was his attack on 
h 5 old friends in the Kremlin. We arc 
told that: 

"The fourteen me :i : n the Kremlin. 


who rule nearly 300,000,000 human be¬ 
ings with an arbitrary authority never 
possessed by any Czar since Ivan the 
Terrible, who are now holding down 
nearly half Europe by Commit n i« 
methods, dread the friendship of the 
free civilised world almost as much an 
they would its hostility." 

It is, to say the least, strange to reflect 
thin these are the very same group of 
men (with one or two minor changes) with 
whum Churchill wined and dined so well 
in the banquet ling halls of the Kremlin 
a very few years ago, and whom he then 
welcomed as brothers into the alliance of 
"freedom-loving peoples"* Can lhc same 
men have been good democrats in 1945 
and the reverse in I94B? Rulers do not 
change as quickly as all ihui; the altera¬ 
tion of attitude is to be found in the 
kaleidoscopic pattern of political 
id fiances, and this is merely another 
illustration uf the old political axiom that 
a change of circumstances, a veering of 
interests, will make the ally ol yesteryear 
into the enemy uf to-day. The Gom- 
rlimit.5 are not the only expert acrobats 
In the pobtioil r-retia. 


seems that there will be no artificial light 
after 5 p.m, this winter. 

The Russian authorities just look on. 
Not indifferently however; what concerns 
[hem is how much credit they lose, and how 
much the British and American adminis¬ 
trations gain or lose by the air lift. Both 
sides view the reactions of the population 
merely from the point of view of how it 
a fleet s their ere di t , One doe s not say 
they are wholly unconcerned about the 
humanities involved, but we do assert that 
such questions are relegated to subsidiary 


positions* and denied the primacy that is 
their due. 

We have seen that the currency reforms 
initiated the particular round of stroke 
and counter-stroke for which Berlin is 
the battle-ground. It has had disastrous 
results on its own, for it has created a 
drastic shortage of money in the Western 
zones. Charitable endeavours have come 
to an end, welfare projects which sought 
to alleviate the grosser hardships have 
dried up* "The uncontrolled economic 
policy w'hich it at present being carried 


through," writes the Times, “has, among 
its various consequences, also hastened 
the “return to normal" and further 
weakened the power of the worker r* 
(The trade unions lost nearly all their 
funds in the currency reforms and the 
individual worker is engaged in a des¬ 
perate struggle to keep up with ever- 
rising prices,)" We have seen that the 
currency reform has deprived the poorest 
section of the Berlin population of the 
means to buy the whole of their rations. 

(Continued on p*ige 4) 


Unrest in France 


pRANCE has just emerged from a series 
A of governmental crises, to be over¬ 
come by a wave of strikes. At the 
moment of writing, over three hundred 
thousand miners have been on strike for 
a week, taximen have struck in Paris, and 
mil way men, textile and steel workers are 
on strike in many parts of France. 

The strikes have been described as 
being ' inspired by the Communists, and 
there is little doubt that the C.G.T, in 
calling the strike has been largely 
motivated by the international situation 
and by the United Nations Assembly in 
Paris. The Communists could hardly be 
expected to resist the temptation to show 
their strength to politicians of all nations, 
by starting a widespread movement of 
strikes under their very noses (the taxi- 
men's strike must have caused discomfort 
to many of them, or to their staff, but, on 
the other hand, it is reported that 
Vishinsky was unable to make himself 
heard through the multi-translation net¬ 
work at one of U.N.Ods assemblies 
because of a partial electricians’ strike)* 

Whatever the political reasons behind 
the strikes are, the French workers would 
be amply justified in striking for economic 
reasons alone. The rapid increase in the 


KEFUSE TO OBEY ! 

T HE pattern of society Lit the present 
moment bears a strikinjJ similarity 
to that of the year after Munich, when 
the n(luck on individual freedom which 
culminated during the Wftf first befgiin 
to tube impetus* 

Finns art due to appear in the very 
near future for the resurrection of the 
civil defence urbanisation, and there is 
some very threatening talk of instituting 
universal compulsion into these services* 
Added to this, there are also threats 
of recalling some of the men already 
demobilised from the army and now in 
the reserve* talking recently of plans 
fur the Territorial Army, Sitinweil re¬ 
marked, "We have got 4,BOO,000 '*£,* 
elass reservists and a proportion of 
tticfiC eould be culled out to-morrow into 
eUl J afrit tir.uJ Army** 

Hut perhaps, more than any particular 
nations of the government at the 
present time, their general attitude most 
surely indicates the kind of attack on 
person ill freedom which is likely to 
spring out ot the present war scare, 
whether or not it is allowed to develop 
into actual hostilities* A few weeks 
hack we had Montgomery'# unpleasant 
remarks about the need for discipline; 
now Sliinwclt goes a few steps further 
by snyitig i 

"The nation will have need iff dis¬ 
ciplined people for a Mtcadj ing cited in 
lime of war-—people who are used to 
uhc> ing orders*" 

I hut, spoken boldly, represents the 
general object of the British rilling class 
—L u bo itr or To r y —a I the p re se n 1 d a y t 
they wish to create n state of obedient 
puppets whom they eun lead into any 
political or military adventure • Inti may 
see in nceeflsary for the health of the 
stale. 

We ua> the reverse* If you wish to 
keep out of war, if you wUli to have 
peace mid u reasonable enjoyment of 
life and it# amenities, I lien refuse lo 
obey! For it is lhc state that creates 
war und keep# men from enjoying the 
fruits of nature and the produels of 
social endeavour, and without obedience 
the state cannot live. 


cost of living is not only creating great 
hardships among the working class but it 
also forces them into a constant state of 
anxiety. There seems no limit to the 
heights to which prices will soar, and no 
action is ever taken to check the specula¬ 
tions of food producers and shopkeepers. 
Meat, for example, has been delivered to 
big cities recently in small quantities in 
order to force Lhc already high price still 
higher. All kinds of goods suddenly 
disappear mysteriously from the shops 
and can only be obtained at black marker 
prices. This uncertainty as to the future 
aggravates the privations imposed by the 
prevailing low wages* Such a situation 
requires drastic changes, and one can 
only be surprised to see that the trade 
unions put forward demands which even 
if they were to be accepted in full by the 
government, would bring no appreciable 
a m el ioratlon to t he condition of the 
workers. In the miners' strike called bv 
the Communist-controlled C.G.T. anil 
feebly supported by the Christian Union 
and the reformist Union, Force Ouvrifre, 
the list of demands appears all the more 
modest since the miners seem to be 
engaged in a bitter struggle. 

The miners demand that the Govern¬ 
ment's decrees for the reduction of per¬ 
sonnel in the mining industry should be 
repealed* They further ask for a sliding 
scale of higher wages for the most skilled 
categories of miners, the increase of 
pensions, and the extension of the rights 
of miners' delegates. They also adhere 
to the C.G.T* demand for a minimum 
wage for all workers of 14,300 francs per 
month (at the official rate of exchange 
ahout £17). Three days after the 
strike of the miners began, this "vital 
minimum" wage was raised by the C.G.T, 
to 15,000 francs, as the previous figure 
was based on the cost of living index 
during September. Since then the 
government had raised the price of bread, 
milk and transportation rates, which was 
reflected in a rise of nearly 7 per cent, 
in the cost of living since September* 

This rapid rise in the cost of living is 
abundant proof of the futility of the 
C.G.T.demand for a “vital minimum". 
During the past few years every wage 
increase has been offset by an increase 
: ;i pr'c s ml, in spite of all the strikes 
and agitation, the standard of living of 
the workers has not improved; on the con¬ 
trary. Even if the C.G.T. were to obtain 
a 15,000 francs minimum wage for all 
its members, it would be obliged to ask 
for a further increase in a few weeks, or 
even days, since this figure does not take 
imo account the government's increases 
in the price of coal, gas, electricity and 
petrol which are going to come into effect 
presently. 

The demand for higher wages for the 
most skilled categories of miners also 
presents many drawbacks; it will not only 
divide the mining community but the 
price of goods will be increased according 
to the higher wages, thus worsening the 
position of less paid workers. 

These arc the ineffectual demands for 
which French miners are striking at 
present. And yet this strike is hound to 
produce great sufferings. It will not only 
bring immediate misery to the mining 
community, but may lead to extensive 
dashes with the police if M* Queille 
carries out his threat of strong action to 
end the miners’ "insurrectionary" strike. 
Already clashes have occurred between 
miners wishing to return to work and 
those in favour of carrying on the strug¬ 
gle, several miners have been injured and 
a Yugoslav is reported to have been 
trampled to death. If the government 
aLtenipts to use armed force to protect 


those miners who wish to return to work 
there will be more bloody incidents, The 
strike can have other serious consequences 
in the deterioration of equipment of many 
coalmines and the danger that if the coke 
ovens are allowed to cool too much there 
will be unemployment for several months 
in the local industry. 

These dangers and sufferings are always 
present in strikes of such magnitude, they 
arc not unknown to the miners and it 
proves how strong their feelings of 
grievance must be that they are prepared 
to run such risks. But this feeling has 
not been allowed to manifest itself in the 
expression of far-reaching demands. The 
T,U, leadership asks the maximum sacri¬ 
fices from the workers for ridiculously 
modest objectives, justifying thereby the 
suspicion that the strike has not been 
called primarily in the defence of workers’ 
rights but for political ends* 

In contrast Lo the confused, equivocal 
demands of the C.G.T., the French 
anarchist paper Le Libertmrc urges 
revolutionary workers to fight for some¬ 
thing worthwhile. 

“We must replace minimum demands 
by maximum demands, and aim at a 
radical change in die structure of the 
mining industry. 

"While the C.G.T. demands the repeal 
of certain government decrees w r e must 
fight for the abolition of the nationalisa- 
tion of the mines and its replacement by 
workers' comrol of the mining industry. 

"Instead of a minimum wage we must 
demand a share in the profits for all the 
workers * Instead of a greater hierarchy 
of salaries we demand the abolition of any 
hierarchy in salaries. 

"Shortening of working hours. 

"Increased production not by imposing a 
greater effort on the miners but by employ¬ 
ing the idle and the lazy (bureaucrats, 
policemen, priests, etc.). 

"We should be in favour of an un¬ 
limited strike, but the aim must be worthy 
of the sacrifices which the strike will 
cause, and this aim is WORKER S’ 
CONTROL*” 


STEPim-lP PRODUCTION 


FAISCUSSIONS are being held be- 
^ tween the N.C.B. and the N.U.M. to 


reach an agreement on ending the cus¬ 
tomary day's closing of a pit w'hen a fatal 
accident occurs, ft is state4 that any 
agreement will probably apply to accidents 
in which not more than ihree lives are 
lost, and that such an agreement would 
raise output by between 500,000 to a 
million tons annually* 

Since a day's output at a large pit is 
between 3>000 and 1,000 tons, it can be 
seen that the CoaJ Board and the Mine- 
workers' Union are anticipating a high 
accident rate. And in fact by the logic 
of these cold-blooded calculations one can 
assume that they arc resigned to the 
annual toll of miners' lives* “Join the 
Miners" say the advertisements, “Un¬ 
official Strikes—they're Treason" says 
Will Lawther, T hope the miners* won't 
disappoint me,” says Lord Bindley, 
referring to his export target. But they 
do not speak of the price that is paid 
in death, mutilation and disease for their 
statistical triumphs. 


The announcement of the proposed 
agreement did not go on to say that 
energetic steps were to be taken to re¬ 
duce the dangers in pits, nor that altern¬ 
ative sources of fuel were being devdop aU 
all it did was to specify that the lives $f 
one, two or three miners were noi wor» 
one day's output of coal., hut that, pre¬ 
sumably, four lives did qualify. 
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freedom 


WHAT IS WRONG 
WITH ANARCHISM? 


TJ AN SAY’S criticism of anarchism is 
*** * pan rally justified. Il is true that* 
mainly through fear of blueprints, anar¬ 
chists rarely present a clear picture of 
the society they visualise. But it is by 
no means true that the only incitement 
given 10 enthusiasts is to subscribe to 
funds, or that anarchists (ail entirely to 
co-operate with science* 
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Reader’s Opinions 



Whether or not Anarchists guess at the 
future of anarchy* the editor of the 
American Abounding Science Fiction, 
unlike many of his contributors, tries by 
scientific methods to guess :it the future 
developments of science, and at least one 
editorial which reached the Bruisih 
edition deals with the future society, The 
Metropolis, he says, is a purely can tem¬ 
porary phenomenon. At present, people 
find it convenient to live in big dries, 
where expensive capital equipment like 
electricity,, water and sewage works can 
be communally owned, and where iheatres* 
cinemas, art galleries, dance halls, and 


cultural institutions are within easy dis¬ 
tance, But a a methods of conducting 
electricity, water and sewage improve, 
and the light aeroplane becomes uni¬ 
versally available, people will find it no 
less economical or convenient, and much 
more pleasant, to live in small towns and 
isolated houses, connected by airways, 

Even under authority, then, science will 
probably lead the work) into regionalism. 
So wc arc making no blueprints if we 
say that if the big cities have not split 
up before the revolution, they will 
probably split up after it There must 
he many parallel scientific prophecies. 

The anarchist definitely has duties in 
the authoritarian society, other than to 
spread his beliefs and subscribe to funds. 
He must prepare himself for Anarchy, 
by trying to do a productive job and take 
pride in it, to make friends and be 
generally liked, to have a well-adjusted 
sex life. If he can do this more or less 
in spite of authority, he will be ready for 
the revolution. 

Row to he Happy though Human t by 
W. B, Wolfe, a psychologist, is recom¬ 
mended as a readable but authentic guide 
to rational life in a neurotic society. 
There is no guide to life in Anarchy, 
Donald Kooum* 


ANARCHISM AND 
HEALTH 

HE question of good health is not a 
matter ot pills and potions, nor is 
the mind and body to be healed in five 
minute* by those who believe the word 
“doctor’' indicates the magical release 
from pain and poverty. I he doctors of 
medicine and the doctors of science and 
philosophy are not proof that the world 
is getting better or saner. The politician 
has been doing stupid and harmful things 
for long enough; the technician is fast 
catching up: only the so-calkd '’common 
herd” has at kasi hesitated in this catas¬ 
trophic advance to disaster, disease and 
deiu li¬ 
lt is, therefore, no dull or academic 
subject this one of Health and Freedom, 
in our view, only the introduction of an 
Anarchist v.v.y of life could possibly 
answer this problem ol full and develop¬ 
ing health. Health is bound up with 
happiness: the Modern State has re¬ 
placed happiness with entertainment, and 
men and women in fear of economic in¬ 
security can know but the half-pleasures 
of a commercialised cinema and sport, 
never the free, creative joy of a liberated 
human being. 

We have recently entered upon the 
path of a New Health Act, in which 
Socialism is supposed to remove class 
privilege and treatment from die surgery 
and the consulting room. That may have 
been the Socialism of the pioneers, but 
not of the parliamentary legislators to¬ 
day. Soda]ism is only a word in this 
era: the authoritarian system must, and 
is, going on. In this country it may be 
rather more relaxed than in ihe Com¬ 
munist spheres of influence, but the re* 


suits for the common man will be much 
the same, 

Wluu has all this tu do with health? 
Health is living. Health is individual 
and social co-operation in reality, not in 
high-sounding phrases! 

Anarchists have no blue-print of a 
brave new society and arc sceptical of all 
planners whether from left or right. Anv 
Health Scheme presented from ‘The mp : ' 
may work within the social system today* 
up to a pointj but will never be the 
'Tenpins own”; will never, in fact, be 
anything but a medical scheme in the 
most limited meaning of that term. 

NVe remember that old saying: "Man 
heal thyself”; when men wake up to their 
own capacity for health and happiness the 
time will be ripe for Anarchist com¬ 
munities, for the Brotherhood of Man 
which we preach so glibly and practice so 
little. 

It should be the cask of all those calling 
themselves Libertarians to speak and 
write along these lines of prevent]five 
medicine: such as the immediate attention 
to housing and hygiene; to work for de¬ 
centralisation and for the exposure of all 
Statesmen whose authoritarian ideas are 
leading to war and disease. These nre 
tasks for the development of real health. 
To the most unenlightened individual 
these Libertarian ideas must have a 
definite appeal. It is our duty to spread 
them. We live in a sick society. It will 
require more than u pill, more than a 
fashionable injection or operation to put 
the patient right. Anarchism IS health 
because it encourages the social atmos¬ 
phere which alone gives the individual the 
freedom to breathe, to think and to he 
happy. Nothing less is sound healih. 
Nothing less will do for creative, visionary' 
men, J. H, Mooh hou.se. 



IL iVI, FOX: "James Connolly: 
The FrireVaniter**. (The Kerry- 
num Press, Tralee, 10/6), 

W/HEN we are told that British 
governments treat thrir revolunon¬ 
aries mildly and tolerantly, it 1* well to 
reflect that this, if true, is only because 
there have been so few of them, and to 
consider the fate nf the two examples of 
militant revolutionaries on an inter- 
nmiortal scale that the British Isles have 
produced during this century, John 
Maclean of Glasgow who died in 1921 
broken in mind and body as a result of 
the brutal treatment he received in 
prison, and James Connolly who was 
executed by an English firing-squad in 
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Dublin in 1916, propped up in a chair 
because he was too badly wounded to 

stand. 

R. M. Fox in his biography of Connolly 
haateni to defend him against those 
socialists who deprecate hi* Irish 
nationalism and those Nationalists who 
minimise his Hsdalrim. 

“Connolly cannot be measured by any 
petty yardstick of dogma, cither National 
or Labour, The little men of Lhe 
Marxian textbooks, mumbling their 
favourite incantations have not known 
what to make of Connolly. He irritated 
them by hti unorthodoxy. Yet he had 
read widely and thought deeply on social 
matters. He knew thrir theories and he 
took as much a* he wanted to explain 
social and nation a 1 struggles. But he a bo 
k nevr that theory can only be an approx- 
Lrnatfac to reality lor mart is greater than 
lufy theory and the more rigid this be- 
comes, the more it fails to make allowance 
for life. Connolly believed in the hutnon 
spirit. He refused lo accept any explana¬ 
tion of the world that treated men and 
women as ciphers, as undifferentiated 
masses whose mdivkhial ntmngs and 
sufferings were of no account/ 1 

The book is an admirable example of 
well-documented biography, tracing 
Connolly's lift from his poverty-stricken 
childhood and youth in tkllybay and 
Edinburgh, hts foundation el the Irish 
Soria list Repub tkan Party in LfWfi, his 
departure for America where, in its 
heroic days he became an organiser lor 
[fie LW.W. <thc chapter “CrudbJe” gives 
a most interesting account of the effect 
of I.WAV. theory and activity on his 
industrial outlook), his return to Ireland 
in the big strike movements in the years 
fust before Lhe first World War, the 
format ion of the Citizen Army us a 
workers' defence force in 1913, its 
development in the war years, culminating 
in the Easter Rising of 1916, the proc¬ 
lamation of the Irish Republic, and the 
execution of Connolly, wounded and 
d.fhmt on the 12 th of May. 

Though the author has dealt with the 
Easter Rising far more fully in his 
‘Green Banners" and "The History of 
the Irish Citizen Army", the account 
given here is sufficiently dear to leave the 
reader with no doubt that it vvtu the 
apparent failure of 1916, and not the 
legal wrangles after the war which really 
and finally threw off the English yoke, 
and illustrated the wisdom of Firman 
Lslor's words a hundred years ago: 

"Any man who tells you that an act 
of armed resistance—even if offered by 
ten men only-even if offered by men 
armed only with stones—any man who 
tells you that such pit act of resistance 
is premature, imprudent or dangerous— 
any and every such man should ut once 
be spumed and spat at. For remark 
you this and recollect it, that somewhere 
and samohow, and by ji >mebady t a be¬ 
ginning must be made and that the first 
act of resistance i$ always, and must 
be ever, premature, imprudent and 
dangerous." 

But we cannot help reflecting, that 
though, as R, M. Fox shows, a number of 
socialhrii measures have been put into 
effect in Eire, as in Britain, and state- 
control is replacing "private" enterprise, 
iL remains true that we are as far from 


Organised Vengeance 

Kropotkin's essay entitled Organised Vengeance Culled Justice 
was published by Freedom Press in pamphlet forai in 1902. It was 
written "with the special desire to draw attention on the origin of 
the institution of ‘Justice’ and to invite a discussion which would 


Called “Justice”—2 

throw light upon that subject*** This discussion of the conception of 
"Justice** through the ages and in our modem society has not lost 
its timeliness: The first part of this essay, published in our last issue, 
showed how the idea of Punishment was born and in this concluding 
section Kropotkin shows that *" Punishment is worse than Crime”. 


This historical resume* short as it Is, shows never- 
ihri&s how the .State and the evolution of Vengeance, 
called Justice, are related insumtlpafr—derived from one 
another, supporting one another, being historically one. 

But a moment ol quiet thought is sufficient to under¬ 
stand how both institutions hold logically together, how 
both have a common origin in the some idea; Authority 
looking after the security of society and exercising ven¬ 
geance upon those who break established rules or laws. 
If you admit the existence of judges, as specially selected 
members of society entrusted with the care of applying 
codified traditions, it docs not matter by whom chosen 

or elected,_you have an embryo of State round which 

other powers that may be will gather. On ihe other 
hand, if you admit the centralised structure called Stare, 
one of its functions will be to administer justice. Hcncc 
the judges. 

But can v/c not have judges elected by the people r 
Ix:t us sec where il leads us to. First is must be said 
that the idea of laws directly made by die people has 
always be left to some more enlightened man (hero, 
Uttermensoh). Then, besides the judge and the law¬ 
maker (legislator?, other men will be needed to explain 
such laws, to Interpret older ones, to study their con¬ 
nection* and leading ideas: law universities with stuff 
of teachers and students, acting like a drag on society 
with all the weight of their inherited traditions and their 
hair-splitting about the letter of ihe law. Bui that is 
nothing compared with ihe auxiliaries needed by the 
judge: on one side the gendarme, the police, the prostitute, 
the spy the ugtttt pTQvooatcur / on the other, the gaoler, 
the executioner ;md nil the sequel of turpitude which 
necessarily accompanies them. Finally, you must supply 
some supervising body to keep all that army of function¬ 
aries going. You must not forget m provide money for 
therr maintenance and so on, In short, there is not one 
function ol the State to-day whose services can be dis¬ 
pensed with if we want to keep the judge—be he elected 
by the people or not. 


Bui wfisi about the Code? The Code, ail codes, 
represents a gathering of traditions, of formulas borrowed 
from old conceptions absolutely repugnant to all 
Socialist ideas of to-day, survivals oi our slavish past, 
slavish in action, slavish in speech, slavish in thought. 
It is of no consequence that some ol the leading moral 
ideas may be in accordance with our own; die moment 
a punishment is decreed for the non-fulfilment of a good 
action we will have nothing to do with it. A Code is 
the past stereotyped and put across the path of human 
progress. 

Every legal punishment is legalised vengeance, 
vengeance made obligatory, and we must ask ourselves 
what is the use of vengeance? Does it help maintain 
suriul customs? Does it ever prevent the small minorities 
of breakers of good custom from doing so? Never. 
Dn the contrary, to proclaim the duties of vengeance 
is simply helping the existence of ami-soda! customs, 

i liink of the amount nf filthy perversity thrown into 

society by ihe police institution, far more dangerous to 

society than any act committed by criminals. Think 

of the “wcll-imentioned lies” ol magistrates meant to get 
the truth out of the criminals. Think of all that happens 
round us and you will understand why Anarchists have 
no hesitation in declaring that Punishment h worse than 
Crime. And every one studying those questions and 
going to the root will come to the same conclusion, and 
will iry to find some other means of protecting society 
against Lhe evil-doers. 

Everyone will ace that arbitration, arbiters being 
chosen by the contending parties will be sufficient in the 
very great majority of cases to qudJ arising disputes. 
Everyone will admit lhat [he policy of non-interference 
now so greatly favoured i$ a bud habit acquired since 
the State found ti convenient to assume the duty of 
keeping order. Active ini erven don of friends, neighbours, 
passers-by would prevent a Urge proportion of conflicts. 
Let it be everybody's duty lo assist Lhe weak, in interfere 
between fighting people, and police will not be required 
at all. 


The student cannot help being struck by the fad 
that for a couple of centuries there has been" a parallel 
development going on; on one side legal punishment and 
vengeance have been less and less bloody, not to say 
milder, torture has been abolished, penalty" ol death has 
been limited to fewer cases and in some countries totally 
abolished.; on the other hand anti-social acts have 
diminished. There is a lar greater security in our every¬ 
day life than in that of our forefathers. Many factors 
have helped towards softening of manners, but softening 
of punishment is certainly one of them. Should we not 
continue in the same line; or should wc suppose that a 
Socialist or Communist society would be inferior in that 
respect to a capita fistic government? 

We can do without judges in society, as well as we 
can dn without bosses in production. 


Conclusion*. 

So-called Justice h n survival from a past serfdom 
based, for the interest of ihe privileged classes, on the 
Roman law and on the ideas of divine Vengeance. 

In the history of auricty, organisation of Vengeance 
under the name of Justice is coterminous with the State; 
they imply one another; they were born together, 
flourished together and arc doomed to perish together. 

Coming from an age of serfdom it helps to maintain 
serfdom, in present society; through its police, prisons and 
the like, it is an open sore, throwing out a constant 
stream of purulcnce into society, a far greater evil than 
Lhe one it is supposed to fight against. 

Any society founded on better economics than ours 
will certainly come also to the conclusion that it is unwise 
to keep any punitive institution. 

The way of doing without it will he found in 
voluntary arbitration, in greater effectual solidarity, in 
the powerful educative means which a society will have 
that does not leave to the policeman the care of its 
public morality, 

Pier eh Kropotkin. 


Connolly's vision ui a free worn * 
ever Something tui- gone wronu u 11i; 
the putting into effect of peltries which 
be advocated anil did not live to 'te, fin 
has not had the result* which h< anti 
cip&ied. Connolly did not uppctvc Ik 
* mart lio-iyntiiat l ist conception . i t [ \- 
dustml anion tor sctriog control ol the 
means of production, but he thought thai 
it should be oippierzttttcd hv political 
activity. Wli 4 his happened hire K-cn 
Uiut irtdus trial action his been i upt . 
teded by sterile and deceptive p.uu 
pul tries. 

Innumerable icirialm politicians have 
begun their carver* with the imegritv, 
humanity and devotion of Cwnnt'lly , ltv , 
ended its miserable carrecritts while those 
w ho have not compromised have rcmxuve J 
politically impotent. It Connolly’s Hf c 
had nor beep cut short hv Engli-h 
bullets, ipd assuming that he would not 
have been executed by the Free State 
Government in 192 L what would lure* 
become u£ him? Would he have climbed 
on to the political band-wagon of j, : 
Valera or would be hove remained 
honest, but clung to illusions about die 
value tfl political activity and sat in in¬ 
effectual opposition in the Dai I, or would 
he have moved forward into ihe anurriii.i 
position and abandoned hi’ fault m 
State vociatism as a solution to |r Ini 

flte? 

These are the unanswerable qo 
which Fox's, abscrrbmg but tmen?-, • 

biography raises. 

Go un Wa.ho. 


YEARS OF FREEDOM , The 
Story of Irclittid 1921 —IV4K 
fly K. M* Fox (Trumpet 
ftouks, Curk. 6<M 

VTOTHING can surprise us more than 
our ignorance about something we 
think we know something about Ream 
dmimstanccs Nave turned many English 
people to look towards Ireland with 
sympathy—-for holiday purposes And 
English publishers have been producing 
books id help the visitor to appreciate ih.u 
strange land. Hence, to-day you will 
quite often meet people in Britain whu 
claim Ui know more than wmething 
about Ireland, for they have actually been 
there and may even have read about it 
before the itrok-eating. But they will 
not know most of the things K M Fox 
tells us in rhh most useful and timely 
pamphlet, h should perhaps be ruude 
clear that he deals with Eire, ami nut 
with the Six County Area called 
iA Northem Ireland”, and that the pnmph 
let’s chief purpose is to present in 
simplified form a sketch ot sodnl history 
since 1921, not for lourivs but lor 
serious students. Here and there, R.M 
Fox gives us some succufemly dry r 
marks such as this: "There is ahvns 
ihe gap between vision and the reality 
And in that gap there h always ronm for 
ihe little energetic men to squeeze in and 
identity the national purpose with their 
self-interest.” Alas, Eire lias spot a 

monopoly of that! In a couple of 
sentences, he says one of th.‘ best thine 
ever said about literary censorship: “If 
a society is healthy then its literature wall 
be healthy top. And no amount of monkey, 
tug with the thermometer of Micro un 
will greatly affect the moral temperature 
of the nation.' 1 Although published in 
Eire and. presumably, chiefly intended tor 
Irish readers, this unpretentious, litile 
work deserves a wide audience in Britain. 

CD. 


FREEDOM DEFENCE COM¬ 
MITTEE BpLLETlS So. 7. 
Autumn 1948. 4J, 

T™. latest Issue of the F.D.C. 

Bulletin contains a detailed ac- 
count of the way in which rhe 
Committee’s work is deliberately 
hampered by the Home Office. A 
number of cases are quoted of letters 
from the Committee being with-held 
from prisoners and of prisoners being 
prevented from writing to the Com¬ 
mittee, which at no rime since its 
formation has been able to discover 
the policy of the Home Office on this 
point, despite prolonged and evasive 
correspondence. Another example of 
government obstructionism is given 
in the notes on the Committee’s 
efforts to get information on the 
Baillie-Stewart case. 

A disquieting report is given of the 
treatment meted out to those of the 
former members of the Polish forces 
who refused to be repatriated or to 
join the Polish Resettlement Corps. 

"Allowing for the fact that tlw 
’recalcitrants were viewed with con¬ 
siderable disfavour by the authorities? wt 
nevertheless fed thni in their effort" 
brine Lh«n into line the Army authorities 
treated shem in an unnecessarily harsh 
manner. After being forcibly taken bdore 
a Polish I t-Colonel by tut armed dCtadi- 
ment of British soldiers, they were u 1 
formed they were discharged and forcibly 
deprived of their army books, then driven 
in lorries to an Assfmnce Board cim "f 
fCuntmued on puili? d ) 
































October 16 th, I94& 

February 2 Sib of this year, the 
U Gold Coast police fired on a pro- 
cc'sfon organized by the Fx-Service- 
meo's Uotoa to present a petition ru 
ihc Governor, The procession had 
kh the mine which one ot the 
Union’s leaders Had committed it to 
observing, and when the police barred 
the way, began to stone them. The 
Police Superintendent had a bugle 
blown and announced that he would 
give [he order to fire if the procession 
did not disperse. He actually gave 
[he order after tear bombs had proved 
futile, but “it apparently was not 
heard” (or, more likely, perhaps, was 
not obeyed); so he seized a rifle him- 
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further fpree wai nut then used, and the 
m ' n retruimJ in the lorrici fur three 
d*y* and rtijgfir'. They were then taken 

in omd-aifl*, l>diirt' u and 

jejHenred in two men [hr/ imprisonment 
jjjT J^'^ng 1° register as aliens within 
8 noun (jf 'landing" and return mended 
^JHu04)tirtBtirrn Nu discharge certificate 
W tf Od —oniv a Hume Office form 
io their discharge." 

J he Bulletin also coma ins an at- 
Sf 1 ® 1 of the civil liberties case on the 
K which have been brought 

L a statement by many 

fen/ Sponsors on the Civil 
n*ice purge, and some case-histyries 
jn American “Witch-hum" 

ire notes on the progress of 
mMtomy campaign and an article 
RjJ®* dangers of “Blanket” IcgisJa- 

Civil 1 

It. INgen 

{£* 

gp*««Uttc 


The editorial on “The* Threat 
{"*■ Liberties * 1 draws a i tem ion to 
gent need lor a much wider and 
* deserved public support lor ihc 
“Ctvttics, 


dec s 


sell, fired six shots at the procession, 
killing two and injuring “four or live” 
(a curious vagueness comes over the 
Commission of enquiry's report at this 
not unimportant point). The pro¬ 
cession then dispersed. 

Disturbances were not at an end, 
however, for shops were broken into, 
and the colonial government declared 
a state of emergency. Under cover 
of this, the Governor arrested six men, 
said to he leaders of the United Gold 
Coast Convention, and held them for 
a month not only without trial, but 
also without right of habeas corpus or 
access to the Judges, and without any 
evidence being brought against them. 
Hiis action, so utterly alien to any 
conception of civil liberty or even of 
elementary justice, has been the sub- 
ieci of protests by the Freedom 
Defence Committee. 

General Unrest 

I he shootings at Accra provided a 
trigger for the release of a general 
unrest on the Gold Coast. There 
seems no doubt that the Commission 
of Inquiry set up by the Colonial 
Office (whose report is now published) 
is correct in its analysis of the causes 
of this unrest. The cost of living was 
far in advance of the rise in wages, 
and the economic position of the 
colony had suffered considerably since 
the war (and, of course, during the 
war too; no doubt it was the failure 
of the peace to redeem promises of 
better times after the necessity for 
wartime “sacrifices” had disappeared 
that sharpened tins economic unrest). 
The Commission does not specifically 
say that the economic life of the 
colony is in the hands of the United 
Africa Company> but that is the case 
and is an additional source of under¬ 
standable bitterness. Nor does the 
Commission make any direct criticism 
of the Company: they seem to accept 
it as a God-given feature of Gold 
Coast life. 

An additional and powerful cause of 
unrest was the discontent of African 
ex-servicemen. It is a disadvantage of 
urging men lo enlist for Lhe defence of 
a better world, font when Victory is 


achieved ihcy are disappointed (to put it 
mildly) when not a heller but a worse 
world materialises,. The Com mission of 
Intiuirv laboriously examines the alleged 
grounds for ex-«mpribeh T s grievances, and 
finds them mainly groundless; hut that 
doers nothing Lo explain away lhe dig. 
illunfonmems ot peace. 

But perhaps the most significant factor 
in the unrest, though the most impalpable, 
h a general distrust of government itself. 
Here is the Commission's Report: "By 
far the most serious problem which the 
Administration has to face in the Gold 
Coast ia the suspicion which surrounds 
Government activity of any sort. Its 
origin, apart from political propaganda, 
is disperse and often obscure. It doe* 
not attach to persons or individuals in 
Government, service. It is an attitude of 
mind based on no one specific grievance. 
That it exists we had evidence on all 
sides. That it must he overcome is the 
hard core of the problem of healthy 
relations between Government and 
governed" 

This i$ a clear statement, extraordinary 
in a government report. And it gives the 
lie to that idea, beloved of governments, 
that unrest under their administration can 
only come from the subversive propa¬ 
ganda of "men of ill will". Such 
suspicion is, indeed, the inevitable 
accompaniment of the deprivation of res¬ 
ponsibility for their own lives which the 
existence of government forces upon the 
governed, Every man regards his lift 
as his own, and unless he be utterly 
demoralised, resents the administration 
which sets out to run it for him. 

Alleged Communist 
Affiliations 

The Governor Justified himself in 
holding the six men without trial on the 
grounds that there was reason to believe 
that they "were in touch with Communist 
organisations overseas." The Commission 
justified ihe governors action in arresting 
the men, but condemned it (managing 
none the less to exonerate the governor) 
for depriving them of their right of access 
to His Mardftty's judges. Actually, the 
only “evidence" of Comm uni it inspiration 
in the disturbances was the fact that the 
United Gold Coast Convention employed 
as scorei&ry a man who had associated 
with die Communist Party while in 
London and was still □ party member. 
The Commission unhesitatingly dismiss 
the alleged Communist inspiration as 
fantastic. 

What does seem dear enough is that 
nationalist organisations In the Gold 
Const sought to utilise the general unrest 
lor the advancement of their own 
political aspiration*. That in the way 
political parties go lo work—whether in 
Lihe colonics or in Britain—and it js not 


for the colonial administration to blame 
them for that. The telegram', which the 
leaders of the United Gold Coast Con¬ 
vention sent out during the disturbances 
make it quite clear that they hoped to 
assume power In the place of the existing 
administration. The Commistion recog¬ 
nise \ this and docs not condemn it, 
chiefly, one gathers, because they did not 
regard it ns a very serious threat to the 


colonial government. Their whole tone 
is one of genial but amused contempt for 
the administrative capacity of Africans, 
but one wonders if this tone is assumed 
for the purpose of diminishing the Im¬ 
portance of lhe February disturbances. 

Nevertheless their recommendations in¬ 
clude medium for the incorporation of 
African politicians into the structure of 
(Contiaual on page 4) 
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MUTUAL AID 

In Oklahoma City, Mrs. Clara Fyau, 
who lived in a tent with her two 
children, started to build a shack wtth 
rag ends of used lumber. A dozen taxi- 
drivers, some of them on strike, heard of 
her plight, built her a three-roomed 
bungalow in three days. 

Time, 4/10/48- 

RIDDLE FOR 
PSYCHOLOGISTS 

Army psychologists ore seeking the 
reason Why nearly thirteen million un¬ 
claimed campaign medals lie cluttering up 
the War Office. 

More than five million Service men 
and women earned these medals during 
the war, but so far fewer than 800,000 
have filled in claim forms at the post 
office. Actual distribution has been made 
to 284,000 people—with an average of 
three medals or Mars to each. 

Why so few claimants? 

War Office say: "We lust don't know." 

JVaaw Chronicle, 30/9/48. 
May we suggest to Army psycholo¬ 
gists that ex-servieemen feel perhaps 
that governments: 

Red Crass ail the Wounded, 

Wooden Cross those who fall. 

Iron Cross the Heroes, 

And Double Crass them all. 

WANTED : HOUSES NOT 
MEDALS 

1 |jye in one room 12ft. by IGft. with 
my husband and two babies, one 10 
months, the other two years. I have to 
Jo all my cooking on a gas ring in the 
room. The place is all dry rot, The 
floor of my mom i* like a hill. I have 

a brick under my bed to keep it up. 

My two-year-old has to sleep with me 
and her father. The athcr is lucky to 
have a cot. Neither child knows what ic 
is to crawl, They have toys they cannot 


Appeasement In Spain 


allies 

Oil 


O NE had only to look at the queer col- 
I ecu cm of nations that made up the 
Allied Force* during the late war to 
realise that the "war for Freedom" 
existed in name only and In the hearts 
of many well-meaning men and women 
who would not otherwise have been 
'■iny in parrcipate, To-dny only three 
u r uftcr me fire one of the jIIlcs 
ho taken the place of .Mealed Nari 
Germany. »» world enemy No. I, and the 
.r.iocrariefl arc looking iirnund for new 
Luke port m iht future struggle:, 
basis ol Y,hurchin's war-time 
dciiuratiun that all men md women pre¬ 
pared m kill Germans were our allies, the 
Americam have tust their net wide and 
4 i oiu-upi i* now bring made to recruit 
"1 Russia's enemies for the democratic 
crusade. 

Si-naior Gurney, Hcpuhtkju of South 
i)*ki>fii, and t.hairJTuin of ilir Senate 
Armed Services C- rontittvc, hut u*irmly 
returned from a tour ol Europe which 
c of days wjfh Franco 
rigort, Chief of the 

Sufi. I he Matu hetitr 

t Nrw York correspondent 
points out ifiat "StrittLur 
reasoning shun Spain ii muii- 
is approved in private hy an 
aJtirniing number of Congrrwtun. Rouum 
Catjholicx. and busine* men ‘Franco ha* 
been fighting Gocunum^m since I '/36' was 
Senator Gurney’* line ynicrday. t he 

Siate Department iJ Iasi nigbi rhm 

Chart was no *i the minni I'micd 
Slates' attitude to Francis Spam and ihat 
American policy war. tu 1 uppori the 
decisions of the United Nationu “ 


included 
and Gtf 
Spanish t 

G UUrdlOH ’ 

(7/10/48) 
Gurney 
ling but 


the mqst amicable and satisfactory 
relations between his country and mine 
before too long." A iked whether he had 
discussed the military aspect of the world 
tfuation, Air, Fawky replied: T would 
rnthur not answer that question/ 1 but 
General Franco could "make some very 
pertinent and worth-while observations to 
the leaders ol Allied forces, tmi it might 
be well for them to have them." 

So is seems that wc can expect a 
change in attuudi: towards Franco, and 
ihe change cf front will not be difficuii 
it i he politician v re, read Mr. Church ill's 
famous broadcast speech on the eventful 
day Hitler attacked Russia, In which he 
welcomed Ruhsui mtn the democratic fold 
h w!u also lhe day when the Communists 
declared that the capitalist war had be¬ 
come democratic and wouhl henceforth 
rccrivf ill sir support! 

Emboldened p^fUnjably by rite 
American senaitir and others, it ii re- 
ported that fifteen of the twenty l n(in- 
Amirtt an I.iuorrlts have organ lied a bloc 
in the General Assembly in tnppori the 
udmJitlon of Franco Spain to the United 
Nation i, 

But in far m Spain fa concerned, wc 
-till be 1 1 tv c that Fruncii will gn mu a*i 
a result <d diplomatic TOintnuvrcn in 
l iibun and New York, hut hy tite will 
uf tlic Spanish people. Gf anirva, if 
America hiipphcs (enddease war mafcrial 
in Spain n't part of the uuibKnumm 
I IniLL preparatJtitiSt und thus virengihcnt 
Franco 1 * Mifiiary power, then the Sjumlih 
workers' struggle will be unidc no easier. 


Another recent An«r 

lean caller on 

Franco was Mt Janu- 

Farley, former 

United State* Demo, air 

C Party ("liiiir 

man who find wluif he 

termed "an cx- 

Lfcmely plmEant and i 

i ting" talk 

with General Franco 

li laeted for 

an hour and « h^'lf 

i I Mr- Farley 

■aid fir learned much 

mmi Genera 1 

Franco's "mieUtjtem uhw 

r vatu mu. un mil 

subject:, we direir.ved " 


lie had told Franco fh* 

if fiv "hoped fo 


I'KI'SS CENSORS MU 
EOVJN 

^JUR Muldl 


IN 


t"R 

1 1 ten 


Fait curreipondeiu has 
Imiwii a Rail bon tn the polmcul 
iiTiin, .• mi Bgypt ■i'. well as the prem 
ftrdiip which in it* iiMLtrul develop 
A recent Ifsuc of the American 
(27/9/4W) Jhfprnii reailvr^ 
/line’s Uuiro office has been 


weekly f lute 
IlUt tite magii 
doted dn'A II I 


iflowing the 


cp< 


muon of 


their correspondent, Don Burke. It is 
pointed apt that the press censorship m 
Egypt was "intolerable to the point where 
Egyptian censors even rewrote corres¬ 
pondents' copy to suit themselves . 
Time was banned for being unfriendly 
to the Arab cause/' The correspondent 
refers to the way he was spied on and his 
telephone, which had been cut off for 
• umc pretext or other, when it was res¬ 
tored to service "had something new’ 
added". "Whenever you picked up the 
L 'ccim, the racket of the wire tapping 
apparatus Rounded like a pinball 
machine." At the end of August, Mr, 
Bur lie w.:ii informed that he had seven 
days in which to leave the country* One 
Tnttot help feeling thnt in the long run 
thti tpnwins spirit of intolerance is as 
longerpui as any threat* from atom- 
jhdmbsr Already large parts of the world 
lift: .. ut off from one another by censor^ 
ship and by travel rciiricuom and ns time 
gin.'i on they necjti to increase rather than 
the tuuirary. 

ARAB Ki l l Ml I S IN 
PALESTINE 

/ DUN I HURNAUO'f TE'S report, 
which han iuil been published In this 
iuunirv by ihe htauoncry Uflicc, deals 
with the plight of the 3SArabs who 
have tied from the Jewish arm of Palcv- 
ti nr itnd are living in ihe must primitive 
. mditmtH anti mlfcring savert prlvauum. 
I’wo-ihudi ul the refugee* are under IH 
year* of itgc and nearly one*third ore 
children under five. One in ten i* 
that an expect uni or a no rung mother. 
v Lune SlfiOtiU "dimply wamped on the 
ground under tree#.*' 

1. it potiibk thot the Jews who support 
liie idea of a Jewish home on the grounds 
i fiat tlicir brttihm have been pcr*ecuted 
und uirturcd and driven fmin ifieir homes 
hi Germany, Fnland, Hungary, etc, cort- 
dotie wliiu n happening to the Palestine 
Ar;bs> 

LmLJtTARLVN, 


play with, there is nowhere to play. 

My husband has been in the Army for 
five year'., That he may be called up 
again does not give him much heart to 
think this is what he has been fighting 
for. 

Letter to Nem Chronicle, 5/H7/4h* 

MORE LUNACY 

Qualified authorities said to-night that 
the Austrian government expected and 
was "fully prepared for such an eventu¬ 
ality" that if the Western powers ever 
left Berlin, the Russians would "make 
Vienna another Berlin". 

The sources said the government al¬ 
ready was storing supplier in Vienna 
"sufficient feed the city*s 1,600,000 
population for a period of between sex 
and nine mornhYL 

Thie sources said while the Western 
Allies maintain no airfields in their 
sectors of Vienna but use facilities m the 
surrounding Soviet Occupation Zone, six 
to nine months would be adequate to 
build new airfields in the Western zones 
of Vienna in order to start an eventual 
air lift lo Vienna. 

The sources said an air lift to Vienna 
would be easier to operate than in Ger¬ 
many because the distances from the 
British and American Zones to Vienna 
were only about IftO miles. 

iV.Y. ihrald Tribune, 30/9/48* 

COMMUNIST 

PUNCTILIOUSNESS 

Ffight-Lieuti Norman Clark, of Caine, 
Wiltshire, received a bunch of dowers and 
model of a York aircraft from Margot 
Pfdti at Gatow airfield, Berlin, to mark 
the 100th day of the airlift- 

A Communist-controlled newspaper in 
fiiriin calls for a military trial of people 
responsible for the presentation. They 
claim there is a Control law- forbidding 
the "making and distribution vi model 
aifvrait to prevent German rearmamerlfV 
Daily Herald, 4/9/48* 


INDIA GOES MILITARY 

The land of the late Mahatma Gandhi 
is hastening tu perfect a modem military 
machine- The speed with which militariz¬ 
ation is being undertaken raises anew the 
question of hew far Gandhi's ideas have 
permeated into the population. 

Almost everyone pays tribute to 
Gandhi's teachings, including non¬ 
violence. But a remarkable aspect of the 
present trend is the scant open opposition* 
l>nc exception was the response to a 
proposal for military training a* a re¬ 
quirement for graduation from Lhe Uni¬ 
versity of Bombay; there was oaosider- 
able hostility to this step, some of the 
objectors 111111 l ^ c «**«d 

Gandhi himself could not have received 
*i diploma if enrolled under such rules. 

The government recently announced 
that it will open a national wjir academy 
4 t Khurnkpvit'ilii, near Poona. Candidates 
frbm la to 17 are to be admitted on 
merit. Pending construction ot the insti¬ 
tution, an inter-service academy will be 
started next year at Dchra Dun, 

Defence Minuter Sardar Bakiev Singh 
ha^ announced plans for raising u Terri¬ 
torial Force, to *mrt with (30,000 men, 
which would he a second line of defence 
in addition to the regular army. Ik iaid 
shut he proponed the formation in answer 
to "persistent demand" from the people 
for youth military preparedness. 

Projects are ahu being put forward 
lor military training in the schools. The 
United Provinces i* inaugurating a plan 
for compulsory military training of all 
high school stiidents, both boys and girls. 
Plans call for extending this u> all the 
secondary school* of this large section* 
The students are to be organized in 
platoons* and cities and other military 
equipment will be used. 

Madras province «l?o ha ; . a scheme for 
thoel military i mining. In discussing 
i he pbn, teacher* brought forward ihe 
11 ij.uat alleged aJvantHtgc5 to discipline and 
courage, and some wished to include girls 
in the undertaking. There was oppotition 
u> the plan. a svholc* but it was not 
substantial. A concession was made pro¬ 
viding ihaL use of rides might be dropped 
if there were objections. 

Worldoutr Press, 3/v 48* 
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State Declares War on Absentees 


A nd still they come. Last week 
wc drew attend on to the report 
that the National Union of Mine- 
workers was approaching the National 
Coal Board to establish the check-off 
(compulsory union dues-paying) in 
all British pits* Wc gave what wc 
thought were the reasons behind the 
move. Now, hard on the heels of 
that report comes the news of a 
further move by the Coal Board— 
Union alliance to victimise miners 
who arc, in official terms, “guilty of 
habitual absenteeism". 

That this word “guilty” can be 
used in this context without any 
apparent embarrassment or self- 
consciousness is a sign of the times* 
It is a word with an obvious con¬ 
nection with “sin” or “crime”— 
and that is precisely how workers are 
being taught to think of absenteeism 
or strikes. The attitude of people like 
Will Lawther, president of the 
National Union of Mineworkers, is 
obviously that “if you tell anybody 
anything enough he will begin to 
believe it". Well, Lawtheris main 
contribution to trade union theory (is 
there any?) over the last few years 
has been funked to fixing the labels 
of “traitors”, “criminals”, “saboteurs” 
and similar epithets to those who 
dare to come out on unofficial strike. 
Now “guilty 11 is being applied to 
absentees—for whatever reason they 
arc absent—and apparently nobody in 
official circles sees anything wrong 
in it. 

A Lock-out 

The new move by the mining bosses is 
a particularly vicious one. It is a form 
of the lock-out, and consists simply in 
refusing to continue to employ any miner 
found guilty of this heinous crime of 
absenteeism. And not merely is the 
miner sacked from the particular pits in 
which he has been working, but he is 
blacklisted throughout the entire industry l 
Not merely does he lose his job, but he 
has no further chance of getting another 
in any mine in the country 1 


Significantly enough the first division 
to Lake this action is the most successful 
one—the East Midlands division* Pro¬ 
duction in the mines stand to-day 
1,800,000 tons above the figure for the 
same period last year, so the absenteeism 
does not seem to be affecting production 
very seriously, docs it? 

Nearly all Derbyshire, Notts, and 
Leicestershire pits arc carrying out purges 
of miners with poor attendance records, 
and the procedure is not only that they 
arc dismissed, but that their names are 
posted on colliery notice boards for all 
to sec. It is like a return to the public 
pillory 7 or the stocks, with possible ex¬ 
ception that it is doubtful if there is any 
public scorn directed against the “guilty”. 

But now we come to one very im¬ 
portant pan of it. In the words of the 
News Chronicle: 

“This decision is not the Coal Board’s 
but has been taken by the pit consul¬ 
tative committees comprising the men's 
workmates and representatives of the 
management.” 

For "men's workmates” read “local 
union officials”* There can be a vast 
difference. 

The fact that the union members of 
the consultative committees are thoroughly 
enjoying the situation can be judged from 
the following, also from the News 
Chronicle: 

“Mr. Herbert Booth, Notts area 
secretary of Lhc Miner's Union, told 
me that his union wholeheartedly sup¬ 
port Lhe move to ban habitual absentees 
from the Industry. 

“Now, if we knew' a man had been 
sacked for absenteeism at one pit and 
the Ministry of Labour sent him to 
another we would raise "merry helf, 
said Mr. Booth.” 

From this cheerful enjoyment in the 
victimisation of fellow-workers, it is 
rather difficult to believe that the unions 
arc the men's representatives, isn’t it? 

The Wickedest Thing 

That the miners themselves are uneasy 
about the whole thing, goes without say* 
ing. Whatever may be done in their 
name, we may be sure the rank-and-file 
miners are not looking with favour upon 
the increasing restrictions and com¬ 
pulsions which are being forced upon 
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UNION OF ANARCHIST GROUPS: 
CENTRAL LONDON 

Every Sunday at 7.30 p*m* 

At 8, Endiloigh Gardens, W.CJ* 

OCT. 17th Sean Ggnnon 

"Ireland since 1922” 

OCTOBER 24th A, Meltier 

"The Middle East To-day” 
OCTOBER 31st John Turner 

"Synthesis” 

NOVEMBER 7th John Hewetson 

“World Politics end Food Supplies" 
NOVEMBER E4th Philip Sonsom 

"The State” 

NOVEMBER 21st Ale* Comfort 

"Can We Modify Human Conduct” 
NOVEMBER 28th F* A* Ridley 

"The Conflict of European Ideologies” 


Ridley 


NORTH EAST LONDON 

OCTOBER 19th F. A. 

"The Cromwellian Resolution” 
NOVEMBER 2nd Alan Smith 

"The Prospect Before Us” 
Comrades interested should ring WAN 2396 


LIVERPOOL 

Open Discussion Meetings held every 
Tuesday at 7,30 in Central Liverpool* 
Comrades interested ring Royal 4669* 


GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 

Indoor Meetings, 

CENTRAL HALLS, Bath Street, 
every Sunday at 7 p,m*, 
commencing Oct* 3rd 

Front Leoch. Willy Cortyfe, John Gaffney, 
Eddie Shew. 


BRISTOL 

Public Meeting 

Kingsley Hall, Old Market Street, 7p.m* ( 
NOVEMBER 2nd 

Questions and Discussion 


BIRMINGHAM 

Discuss ion-Lectures are held on alternate 
Sundays in Dick Sheppard House. 36, 
Holloway Head, at 7 p*m* 

OCTOBER 24th Mat Kavanagh 

"Anarchisrrv—Past and Present" 

★ 

A Public Meeting will be held in the 
BULL RING at 11 a.nv, Sunday, Oct 24th* 

Speaker; Mot Kavanagh, 


TAX CHANGE AGAINST 
STRIKERS 

AN OTHER method the State can use 
■*** against absentees is now being con¬ 
sidered by the Government. It is that 
of altering the P.A.Y*E* income tax 
system so that the tax rebates which can 
now be drawn when a man's wages drop, 
through unemployment, sickness or ab¬ 
senteeism, could not be drawn im¬ 
mediately, but would be deducted from 
the amount of tax payable throughout 
the coming year. 

In other words, if you are on strike 
for a week and are due for an immediate 
rebate of, say £5, it may be sufficient 
for you to live on, and thus continue the 
strike. So the Government are consider¬ 
ing a means by which you will get your 
rebate by paying 2/- a week less income 
tax over the next fifty weeks—thereby 
deprivink you of benefit when you need it 
most and yet giving it to you in small 
quantities when it will do you practically 
no good. 

They have probably not yet got around 
to wondering what will happen if you 
die in the meantime l 

We have always regarded taxes as 
robbery, and modem systems of collecting 
taxes have rendered them almost im¬ 
possible to avoid—every shopkeeper, pub¬ 
lican and employer is now a government 
tax collector. But now they are being 
used as a strike-breaking weapon. As in 
the days before the unions, so now in our 
Socialist trade-union paradise, hunger will 
be the means the employers and the 
State will use to force men to work on 
their terms. 

One more step towards the Slave State. 


50th ANNIVERSARY OF 
WHITEWAY COLONY 

To celebrate the first 50 years of 
Whiteway a Reunion and Exhibition 
will be held during the last week in 
October (30th, 31st)* 

Friends and old colonists are 
welcome* Limited accomodation 
for those living at a distance can be 
provided if they immediately contact 
the Assistant Secretary, Tom Keel! 
Wolfe at Whiteway Colony, Nr* 
Stroud, Glos. 


them. Indeed, one miner of Creswell 
colliery, near Mansfidd (where right men 
were dismissed and their names publicly 
displayed on the notice board by the 
colliery baths), a Mr. John Morris— 

” . . . who has been employed at the 
colliery lor 42 years, described the 
action as *thc wickedest thing l have 
ever seen posted up at any pit since 
I started work at the age 13* 

“ "I see nothing wrong in dismissing 
a man for not following hh employ¬ 
ment, but this does not stop at dis¬ 
missal. It brands him before the 
public and makes it impossible for him 
to find employment elsewhere* l feel 
that nothing worse has been practised 
in Germany or Russia.* 

“Mr. Morris, who is an underground 
miner, is not one of the men affected,” 
(Nett* Chronicle report.) 

And to that, we have Utile to add. 

P.S* 


THK KING STREET 
TERRIERS 


'THE 

A rtfa 


Communist Party, through long 
practice in exploiting, for its own 
purposes, popular agitation and dis¬ 
content, manages to spoil every pie it 
gets its fingers into. The way in which it 
pollutes and discredits everything it 
touches can be seen in the melancholy 
history of the Unemployed movement in 
the thirties, of Lhe Spanish struggle, of 
the Squatters' movement and of last 
year's French strikes* Now the Com¬ 
munists arc seeking to canalise the op¬ 
position to the recruiting drive for the 
territorial army into their own policy of 
backing Russia in the undeclared war 
between the U*S*S*R* and the U.S.A, To 
sec the insincerity and one-si dedness of 
these new-found war-resist era, we have 
only to envisage the situation which 
would have arisen if Britain had been in 
the Russian instead of the American 
sphere of influence. Then the C.P. 
would have become as they were from 
1941 to 1943, a party of back-room 
recruiting sergeants* They would have 
been urging "every sincere anti-fascist” 
to play his pan in the citizen army for 
the defence of “democracy” against 
Yankee plutocracy and all dissident 
elements like pacifists, Trotskyists and 
anarchists would have been called a 
fascist fifth-column, as they were during 
the war. Incidents such as last week's 
demonstration at the Mansion House 
would have been called the work of 
“fascist gangs” and demands would have 
been made for swift punitive action 
against the offenders. 

The Communist action last week could 
not have been better timed had it been 
organised by the government itself. It 
will enable the authorities to label all the 
genuine opposition to the coming war as 
Communist agitation and the gutter press 
to inflame public opinion against the real 
war registers who seek to expose the way 
in which the rival imperialisms of East 
and West intend to make a battle-ground 
of Western Europe, and to show up the 
Government and the Communist Party as 
the contemptible willing puppets of Wall 
Street and the Kremlin respectively, 
which they undoubtedly arc. 

Our position must be made perfectly 
dear. We must fight unrelentingly the 
new guns before butter policy which is 
shared by the government and opposition 
alike, and we must expose the true nature 
of the cynical opportunists of the Com¬ 
munist Farty, whose only objection to 
atomic war is that they want us to be on 
the other side* 


Imperialism in West Africa 


fConlinoed from page J ) 
the colonial administration. Hitherto, 
the government has relied upon the 
Chiefs for local administration, and the 
Commission censures it tor failing to 
realise that the star of the Chiefs is on 
the wane* The setting up of a cabinet 
containing African ministers would still 
further undermine the influence of the 
Chiefs. Needless to say it will not 
materially advance the desire of the popu¬ 
lation to administer their own lives, and 
wc are therefore quite indifferent to this 
“reform” which is essentially political in 
nature* We must point out however that 
it acts the African politicians at logger- 
heads with the Chiefs (whose representa¬ 
tives are in London at the moment, no 
doubt fighting their “waning” case), and 
as such the whole recommendation can be 
seen as another manifestation of the 
method of Divide-and-Rulc. Over Lhis 
struggle the colonial administration can 
preside as the rejoicing third mas¬ 
querading as the impartial arbitrator* 

II will be seen that the aim of the 
West African people would seem to be 
freedom from government, or at least 
deep-rooted suspicion of the administra¬ 
tion. The absorption of African politi¬ 
cian $ into this administration may go 
some way to satisfying their ambitions 
but it will have little enough effect on 
the aspirations of the people. 

The British in Africa 

There was a time when the socialist 
movement condemned the whole business 
of imperialism and the exploitation of 
“backward” peoples. But to-day soriitliats 
provide a new gloss for imperialism, all 
the more useful to it for that old argu¬ 
ments are so threadbare* The Tribune, 
for example, declared outright that 
Britain has a duty to stay in Africa: “If 
Africa is not exploited with Lhc aid of 
capital goods and technical assistance 
which can only come from the West, 
whole stretches of that continent will be 
submerged by disease, poverty and 
appalling disaster. Africa can only be 


COMINFORM’S SPRING 
CLEANING 

'THIS is the season of purges in 
A Eastern Europe, and the Co min form 
is strengthening its defences for the 
winter* The Polish Socialists, whose ab¬ 
sorption by the Communists has been 
Jong delayed* are being knocked into 
shape, and fifteen of their leading mem¬ 
bers have resigned. This follows on Mr* 
Bicrut's determined effort to lead the 
Communists back on to the straight and 
narrow path, and it should close one vital 
gap in the Cominform pattern. In 
Poland, says Mr. Bierut, the party is 
“loaded with socially alien elements and 
with careerists”. The Hungarians, too, 
are admitting no new members to their 
(fused) party for the next six months and 
aim to get rid of '"corrupt careerists” and 
dements “alien to the working class”. 
One jargon—one policy* The Socialist 
Unity party is setting up commissions on 
party discipline, with the particular ob¬ 
ject of weeding out hidden members of 
the Socialist party proper, who rank as 
“enemy agents”. In Czechoslovakia the 
Communist party membership is undergo¬ 
ing its second screening in two years; 
members are being asked if they read the 
right paper, and Rude Pravo, which is 
what they are supposed to read, says that 
the party cells must be made “reliable”. 
The Albanian party is holding its first 
congress and renaming itself “Workers' 
Party” to give it the New Democratic 
look; the Rumanian depends too much 
on its “careerists”, perhaps, to be able 
to conduct a wholesale purge, but isolated 
figures are being expelled, headed by the 
Deputy Mayor of Bucharest* 

Manchester Guardian, 27/9/48. 


Thank You 


A S readers will see from our 
5th List of contributions to the 
Special Appeal Fund, there is a slow¬ 
ing up In the number of contributions 
received, but we are glad that some 
friends have realised that the “5/- a 
month' 1 scheme is the only way for 
"Freedom" to be put on a sound 
financial basis. We look to other 
comrades and groups to follow this 
lead and thus hasten the day when 
"Freedom" will appear on 8 pages 
once more* 

May we take this opportunity of 
expressing our thanks to all those 
readers who have written encourag¬ 
ing letters and who have sent contri¬ 
butions to the Special Appeal Fund? 

Though we have, in most cases, 
acknowledged receipt by a printed 
card only, we are sure they realise 
that we would have wished to answer 
personally each letter received, were 
we not always so hard-pressed for 
time! 


and Please! 

Special Appeal 

5th LIST 

September 24th—October 7th : 

Anon* 2/6; Freeport, Pa*i F*5. I0A; 
Falst&ad: PJ*M.* 10/-: An la by: D.R.* 2/6; 
KirkglU: H*S.* 5A; London: R*D.* &/-? 
Callington: P.J*$. 5A; London: W.R. 2/-; 
London; LA. 3/-: London: E. & T*E/ 5/-: 
London: L.G.W.* 5A U.S.A.: G.S* iOA; 
Siratford'on-Avon: C.C. 11/6: Stirling: 
R.A.B** £1/0/0 London: S.G.* 5/-: London; 
W.E.D. 8/6 Cambridge C.LQ. 5/-: 
London: B.S. 2/6 Cirencester: H.S* 2/6; 
London: B.G.D. 10/ London: G.N.Q. 10/-; 
Brentwood: J.W.L* I b: London: D.C.M. 
I ■ Felstead; PJ.M.“ TO ; Costleton: J.R.* 
London: £. & IV £,■ 5/-“ London: L.G.W.* 
5/-: London: V,R.* &/■; Nottingham: K.N, 
[S.H, booh) IS/-. 


Previously acknowledged 

SPECIAL APPEAL FUND 
TOTAL TO DATE 


£10 5 
£2*9 14 


£230 0 4 


saved by a huge joint exertions between 
the native ii>d the invader.” Wc regard 
this as so much verbiage. The iJh qi 
A frica may in pan be traceable to the 
economic backwardness of the eoMinem, 
but this would not be true at all if Afnui 
were not subjected to the world's 
economic hazards becauve of the fact that 
imperialism exploits its maternali aud 
labour* Of all continents it it the mon 
thinly populated and the idea that it 
could not maintain Us indigenous popu¬ 
lation is simply absurd* 

As It is, the vast mass of the African 
population is kept in the back wax.; 
position of being unskilled labourer-., 
while such ”economic advance” as there 
is provides jobs for colonial whites and 
we stern* educated Africans. The "huge 
joint exertion between the native and the 
invader” means in plain terms a huge 
effort on the part of the African worker 
to supply wealth to rhe invader and thus, 
of the educated Africans whose ambition 
is achieved when they have climbed onto 
the imperialist bandwagon. 

This is not to say that a free Britain 
could not supply technical (or even non¬ 
technical—why not?) assistance to an 
Africa freed from imperialist exploitation. 
Bui technical assistance from Imperialist 
Britain holds no prospects for ihe Gold 
Coast workers. Can it be that their 
suspicion of all government activity 
springs from an instinctive recognition at 
this fact? 


BERLIN 


( Continued trom pufc I ) 

The Counter Ittockutle 

In providing the air lift the Western 
powers could claim that they were only 
doing vvhut they could to counter the: 
wholly unjustifiable Russian blockade 
The sorrows of the workers could he 
turned almost wholly to their poll lien l 
advantage. Now, however, in the manner 
of politicians, they have joined the 
Russians by blockading the Ruv.un 
zone. Two blacks make a white. 
Needless to say the Germ tin's whtt happen 
to live In the area of Germany occupied 
by Russia have to fed the weight of thi- 
coumcr move. T heir sufferings become 
the stakes in the struggle and arc added 
to those of lhe Berliners . 

According to the Manchester Guardian 
"There is every indication ihat the 
Russians are fighting a losing battle in 
their zone and are attempting to counter it 
by pumping in food from Poland, Czccho ■ 
Slovakia, and the Union itself and by 
organising a police force of great size 
wielding despotic powers* The food 
ration in the Soviet zone still lags far 
behind that of Western Germany and, 
paradoxicaUy 3 that of Western Berlin. 
The latest reports show that meat and fat 
deliveries arc again three weeks in 
arrears and that recourse is being had to 
substitutes of skimmed milk cheese and 
stale fish. Industries arc running short 
of raw materials and textile exports are 
falling away as the quality of goods can 
no longer be maintained. General Clay 
has made it dear thaL Lhe battle of the 
blockade is by no means as one-sided as 
first appeared.” 

It may not be one-sided for the power 
contestants, but it is one-sided enough 
as far as suffering goes* The powers may 
reap some benefit: the German worker, 
—and more particularly Lhc old, the in¬ 
firm, the unemployed-—pay the price. 

Benefits of Rule 

So much for the _material miseries of 
the German people in this struggle* 
Within the framework of the political 
conception there is little enough that can 
be done about it. Bui the whole page 
of this history demonstrates the mechan¬ 
isms whereby government is the enemy 
of the people. By an economic fiat ex¬ 
pressed as currency reform the workers 
have been robbed and reduced to still 
greater economic servitude. By a political 
coumerstrokc normal modes of transport 
have been interrupted, creating a xituaiion 
near disaster* Such strokes are only 


of 


possible to those who control economy 
and transport-^the governments involved* 
The people would not feel such strokes 
on ihcr own backs if they themselves 
controlled economy and administrative 
machinery. But they cannot achieve such 
control with a government* The eman¬ 
cipation of a people from such ills requires 
the dismantling of all power institutions— 
‘—in a word, the abolition of the state and 
the institution of government. 


*Aft*r Initials Indicates contributors to 
the S/~ * month scheme proposed by * 
London reader. 
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